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This study aims to investigate the free vibration responses of small-scale functionally
graded cracked plates using the strain-gradient theory and the extended isogeometric analysis. While the strain-gradient elasticity is employed to account for the size-dependent
effects, the displacement fields of plate structures are described based on the refined plate
theory. The simple strain-gradient theory with one additional length scale parameter,
apart from Lamé’s constants, is capable of effectively capturing the small-scale effects in
nano/micro structures [1]. The RPT with four unknowns not only is able to improve
the accuracy of the results for both thin and thick plates but also helps to describe the
nonlinear distribution of the shear stress through the plates thickness without using shear
correction factor. The isogeometric analysis [2] is employed as a prominent numerical
method to solve the problems that require higher-order elements. This recently developed
method utilises the non-uniform rational B-splines functions to establish approximation
functions and describe geometry domains simultaneously. In order to model the discontinuity at the cracks within the plates, the extended IGA with enrichment functions for
crack path and crack tip is involved. For the vibration analysis of cracked microplates, the
approach yields appropriate and reliable results in which the stiffness of the structures,
consequently the fundamental frequency, is increased as the length scale ratio becomes
larger. It also demonstrates that strain-gradient theory plays a significant role in prediction of size-dependent effects of nano/micro structures which classical continuum theory
fail to capture.
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